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ACTION STR 
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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, MTN 

SUBJECT: MTN: SEVENTH TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP MEETING: 

CHAIRMAN'S SUMMARY 

FOLLOWING IS CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING UP OF SEVENTH MEETING OE 
MTN TROPICAL PRODUCTS GROUP. 

"1. THE GROUP HELD ITS SEVENTH MEETING ON 12-13 MAY 1977. 

"2. THE GROUP INVITED THE SECRETARY-GENERAL OF UNCTAD OR HIS 
REPRESENTATIVE TO ATTEND THE MEETING AS AN OBSERVER. IT 
NOTED THE COMMUNICATIONS RECEIVED FROM THE CHAIRMAN OF OTHER 
GROUPS AND SUB-GROUPS (MTN/TP/W/22). 

"3. IN ACCORDANCE WITH ITS AGENDA, THE GROUP REVIEWED 
DEVELOPMENTS WITH REGARD TO THE CONCESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
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NOTIFIED AND THEIR IMPLEMENTATION, REVIEWED PROGRESS IN THE 
BILATERAL AND PLURILATERAL NEGOTIATIONS WHICH HAD TAKEN 
PLACE SINCE ITS PREVIOUS MEETING AND REVIEWED THE 
QUESTION OF PROMOTING FURTHER PROGRESS IN NEGOTIATIONS 
RELATING TO TRADE IN TROPICAL PRODUCTS HAVING REGARD 
TO THE POINTS CONTAINED IN THE GUIDELINES (MTN/TP/1) 

AND TAKING INTO ACCOUNT DEVELOPMENTS IN THE OTHER 
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GROUPS OF THE TNG AND THEIR SUB-GROUPS. 

"4. IT WAS NOTED THAT INEORMATION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OE CONCESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS IN THE EIELD OE 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS WAS CONTAINED IN DOCUMENT MTN/TP/IO. 
REPRESENTATIVES OE OEEER-MAKING COUNTRIES INFORMED THE 
GROUP OP THE ACTIONS THAT THEIR GOVERNMENTS HAD TAKEN 
LEADING TO THE IMPLEMENTATION OP THEIR CONCESSIONS AND 
CONTRIBUTIONS. SOME OP THESE REPRESENTATIVES REFERRED 
TO THE IMPORTANT ROLE PLAYED BY THE PROCESS OF CONSUL- 
TATION IN ACHIEVING IMPROVEMENTS TO THEIR INITIAL OPPERS. 

A NUMBER OP THESE REPRESENTATIVES INDICATED THAT THE 
CONCESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS IMPLEMENTED REPRESENTED 
THE MAXIMUM EPFORT THEIR GOVERNMENTS COULD MAKE TOWARDS 
TREATING TROPICAL PRODUCTS AS A SPECIAL AND PRIORITY 
SECTOR IN THE NEGOTIATIONS. THIS DID NOT MEAN THAT IN 
THE CONTEXT OP THE MTN AS A WHOLE PURTHER CONSIDERATION 
WOULD NOT BE GIVEN TO THE POSSIBILITY OP TAKING ADDITIONAL 
ACTION AS THE WORK PROCEEDED IN OTHER GROUPS AND SUB-GROUPS 
OP THE TNC. ONE REPRESENTATIVE SAID THAT HIS COUNTRY 
WAS CONSIDERING THE POSSIBILITY OP PURTHER ACTION ON 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS TAKING INTO ACCOUNT CONSULTATIONS 
WHICH WERE IN PROGRESS WITH CERTAIN REQUESTING COUNTRIES. 
SOME DELEGATIONS INDICATED THEIR READINESS 
TO CONTINUE CONSULTATIONS ON OUTSTANDING PROBLEMS 
RELATING TO TROPICAL PRODUCTS. 

"5. REPRESENTATIVES OP REQUESTING COUNTRIES, WHILE 
EXPRESSING APPRECIATION POR THE REPORTS MADE SO PAR BY 
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CERTAIN OEEER-MAKING COUNTRIES, INDICATED THEIR DIS- 
SATISFACTION WITH BOTH THE SCOPE AND COVERAGE OP THE 
CONCESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH HAD BEEN IMPLEMENTED. 
IN THE VIEW OP THESE COUNTRIES, ACTIONS SO PAR HAD 
FALLEN SIGNIFICANTLY SHORT OF THE AIMS AND OBJECTIVES 
POR TROPICAL PRODUCTS CONTAINED IN THE TOKYO DECLARATION. 
THESE REPRESENTATIVES REFERRED SPECIPICALLY TO WHAT 
THEY CONSIDERED TO BE A NUMBER OF MAJOR SHORTCOMINGS 
IN THE CONCESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS. THEY EMPHASIZED 
THE NEED POR A MAJOR EFPORT BY OEEER-MAKING COUNTRIES 
TO IMPROVE THE EXISTING CONCESSIONS AND CONTRIBUTIONS 
AND MAKE WIDE-RANGING ADDITIONAL CONCESSIONS AND CONTRI- 
BUTIONS IN RESPONSE TO THE REQUESTS SUBMITTED. IN THIS 
CONNECTION, SOME OP THESE REPRESENTATIVES DREW 
ATTENTION TO THE RELEVANT SECTIONS OP THE JOINT 
COMMUNIQUE OF THE RECENT LONDON ECONOMIC SUMMIT MEETING 
AND HOPED THAT THE NEW IMPETUS BEING GIVEN TO THE 
MULTILATERAL TRADE NEGOTIATIONS WOULD BE REFLECTED 
IN APPROPRIATE PURTHER EFPORTS IN THE FIELD OF 
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TROPICAL PRODUCTS. 

"8. WITH REGARD TO THE QUESTION OE CONTRIBUTIONS BY 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES, MANY DELEGATIONS REITERATED THE 
VIEWS EXPRESSED AT THE PREVIOUS MEETING OE THE GROUP 
AND REELECTED IN PARAGRAPH 4 OF THE CHAIRMAN'S SUMMING 
UP (MTN/TP/7). 


UNCLASSIEIED 


NNN 

UNCLASSIEIED 

PAGE 01 MTNGE 03959 02 OF 02 20I356Z 
ACTION STR-04 

INFO OCT-OI ISO-00 STRE-00 AF-IO ARA-IO EA-09 EUR-I2 
NEA-IO 10-13 AGRE-00 CEA-OI CIAE-00 COME-00 
DODE-00 EB-07 FRB-OI H-02 INR-07 INT-05 L-03 
LAB-04 NSAE-00 NSC-05 PA-02 EPG-02 AID-05 SS-I5 
ITC-OI TRSE-00 USIA-I5 PRS-OI SP-02 FEAE-00 
OMB-OI OIC-02 /I50W 

20I358Z 102527/43 

PR20I3I0ZMAY 77 
FM USDEL MTN GENEVA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC PRIORITY 2476 
INTO USMISSION OECD PARIS 

UNCLAS SECTION 2 OE 2 MTN GENEVA 3959 

ACTION STR 

H PASS CODEL 

"7. REPRESENTATIVES OE REQUESTING COUNTRIES EMPHASIZED 
THE IMPORTANCE THEY PLACED ON THE EARLY IMPLEMENTATION 
AND IMPROVEMENT OE THE OFEER MADE BY ONE MAJOR 
PARTICIPANT ON A BASIS CONSISTENT WITH THE PROVISIONS OP 
PARAGRAPH 5 OP THE TOKYO DECLARATION TAKING INTO ACCOUNT 
THE VIEWS EXPRESSED IN THE COURSE OP THE MEETING AND 
THE IMPORTANCE OP SECURING EPPECTIVE BENEPITS POR ALL 
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES. IN REITERATING THE POSITION 
TAKEN BY HIS DELEGATION AT THE OCTOBER 1976 MEETING OP 
THE GROUP, THE REPRESENTATIVE OP THIS COUNTRY AFFIRMED 
THE CONTINUING READINESS OF HIS AUTHORITIES TO CARRY ON 
CONSULTATIONS WITH REQUESTING COUNTRIES WITH A VIEW TO 
ARRIVING AT A MUTUALLY SATISFACTORY RESULT. 

"8. THE GROUP REVIEWED THE QUESTION OF PROMOTING 
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FURTHER PROGRESS IN ENGOTIATIONS RELATING TO TRADE IN 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE PROCESS 
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OF BILATERAL AND PLURILATERAL CONSULTATIONS AND 
NEGOTIATIONS SHOULD CONTINUE TO TAKE PLACE BETWEEN 
INTERESTED REQUESTING AND OFFER-MAKING COUNTRIES TO 
THIS END. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE LISTS OF REQUESTS 
AND OF CONCESSION AND CONTRIBUTIONS IMPLEMENTED SHOULD 
BE REFERRED TO OTHER RELEVANT GROUPS OF THE MTN, 
NOTABLY THE GROUPS AGRICULTURE, TARIFFS AND NON-TARIFF 
MEASURES SO THAT THESE GROUPS ACCORDING TO THEIR 
OWN PROCEDURES EXAMINE ALSO PENDING REQUESTS, OR 
REQUESTS NOT FULLY MET, HAVING REGARD TO PROVISIONS OF 
THE TOKYO DECLARATION. 

"9. THE GROUP AT ITS NEXT MEETING WOULD REVIEW THE 
RESULTS ACHIEVED IN THE BILATERAL AND PLURILATERAL 
CONSULTATIONS AS WELL AS IN THE OTHER NEGOTIATING GROUPS 
WITH A VIEW TO ASSESSING, WITH THE ASSISTANCE OF THE 
SECRETARIAT, THE SITUATION AND OVERALL PROGRESS IN THE 
FIELD OF TROPICAL PRODUCTS. IT WOULD ALSO EXAMINE 
FURTHER THE QUESTION OF STATUS OF MFN CONCESSIONS AND 
THE SITUATION OF CONTRIBUTIONS WHICH HAVE BEEN MADE. 

IT EXPRESSED THE HOPE THAT SUCH CONSULTATIONS AND 
NEGOTIATIONS WOULD RESULT IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE 
OFFERS NOT SO FAR IMPLEMENTED BY ONE OFFER-MAKING 
COUNTRY, TAKING INTO ACCOUNT THE VIEWS EXPRESSED ON 
THIS SUBJECT IN THE GROUP AND WOULD REVIEW THE 
SITUATION IN THIS REGARD. IN ADDITION, THE GROUP 
WOULD REVERT TO POINTS RELEVANT TO ITS WORK COVERED 
BY THE GUIDELINES (MTN/TP/I) INCLUDING IN PARVICULAR 
SECTIONS I(V) AND 2(III) OF THAT DOCUMENT. AT AN 
APPROPRIATE STAGE AND IN THE LIGHT OF FURTHER 
DEVELOPMENTS, THE GROUP WOULD ALSO CONSIDER THE 
QUESTION OF EXAMINING THE SPECIFIC PROBLEMS WHICH 
HAVE AFFECTED FULLER IMPLEMENTATION AND OF PROCEEDING 
TO AN EVALUATION OF THE RESULTS ACHIEVED IN THIS 
SECTOR OF THE NEGOTIATIONS. 
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"10. THE GROUP AGREED THAT THE DATE OF ITS NEXT 
MEETING WOULD BE DETERMINED BY THE CHAIRMAN IN 
CONSULTATION WITH INTERESTED DELEGATIONS AND THE 
SECRRETARIAT. IT DECIDED TO INFORM THE TNC AT ITS 
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NEXT MEETING OF THE SITUATIONS REACHED IN THE GROUP 
TROPICAL PRODUCTS." WALKER 

UNCLASSIEIED 
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